
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Learn how you can help VentureSchool to empower  
Detroit’s next generation of doers.



ABOUT VENTURESCHOOL
VentureSchool is a nonprofit, small-by-design charter public high school slated to open in 
2018 on the northeast side of Detroit. VentureSchool was created with the primary aim of 
giving students the opportunity to unleash their entrepreneurial potential while receiving a 
world-class education. 

The mission of VentureSchool is to create a revolutionary new school model that prepares all 
students to become capable, curious, and courageous innovators, leaders, and change agents 
in their community. Equipped with an entrepreneurial mindset, VentureSchool graduates will 
be prepared to develop innovative solutions to the challenges that affect our lives today and 
the world tomorrow. 

Our vision is to create an unrivaled, community-rooted learning experience that leverages 
innovative design and student-centeredness through the lens of entrepreneurial education. 
With our flagship location on Detroit’s east side, we hope to cement a model that can be 
replicated to additional campuses in the city and eventually across the Midwest to create a 
region-wide network of young entrepreneurial thinkers ready to tackle the world greatest 
challenges. 

At its core, VentureSchool is student-centered, entrepreneurially-focused, and community-
rooted.

STUDENT-CENTERED

• Our unique curriculum (rooted in Montessori, Reggio Emilia, and Dewey’s Progressive 
model) is an exciting opportunity to engage students in a learner-driven environment 
with a focus on the democratic decision-making power of the whole.

• Every student is unique, so our hyper-personalized academic program utilizes catered 
instructional approaches and academic support strategies that are intended to address 
the distinct learning needs, interests, aspirations, and cultural backgrounds of individual 
students. 

• Competency-based progression ensures that student progress is made toward clearly-
defined goals and is assessed on a frequent basis. Students at VentureSchool will 
advance and receive credit for a particular concept only when she/he demonstrates 

mastery. 

ENTREPRENEURIALLY-FOCUSED

• VentureSchool is extremely unique among other high schools because of our seamless 
integration of entrepreneurial education with academic instruction.

• No other high school provides the same level of time, space, and support for students to 
create ventures of their very own from the ground-up while they earn their high school 
diploma.

• We put greater emphasis on developing students’ entrepreneurial mindset rather than 
merely creating future business leaders. This mindset is a set of attitudes, skills and 
behaviors that students need to succeed academically, personally and professionally, 
such as initiative, self-direction, creativity, innovation, critical thinking, and problem 
solving.
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THE VENTURESCHOOL5
At VentureSchool, we are intentional about developing a supportive and inclusive culture that will 
help our students grow and thrive as leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs. Our culture is rooted in 
five core principles called the VentureSchool5:

• Embrace the Uncertain: We are curious, have an open mind, and believe that maintaining full 
control shouldn’t be the ultimate goal. We believe in the value of taking a risk and learning from 
mistakes along the way.

• Radiate Respect: As members of the VentureSchool community, we treat fellow members of 
the community with dignity and respect. To demonstrate respect, we start with a foundation of 
celebrating diversity, embracing new perspectives, and ultimately treating others the way they 
want to be treated.

• Pursue Excellence: We know that it is difficult to achieve excellence, but it should be our 

only pursuit. We owe it to ourselves and those who support us to invest our full energy into 
becoming the best we can be.

• Be Proud: At VentureSchool, we take ownership over our work, and are proud of what we create. 
Every day is a page written for our lasting legacy. We will make every page count.

• Find Joy: There is a reason to be joyful and celebrate the opportunities and possibilities that life 
brings us every day. We will strive to find happiness in not what we can give to ourselves, but 
from what we can do for others.

COMMUNITY-ROOTED

• We believe in the power of neighborhoods and believe that schools should amplify the 
heartbeat of the communities they serve.

• We’re providing students with a “Detroit-centric” education, by leveraging community 
partnerships to enhance the learning experience, and using the City of Detroit as an 
extension of our learning environment. 

• VentureSchool will be an access point for aspiring entrepreneurs across the community 
to get connected to resources that can help take their ideas and put them into action. 

WHAT ELSE MAKES VENTURESCHOOL DIFFERENT?

• VentureSchool is small by design. With just 60 students per graduating class, we are 
able to create an intimate learning environment that focuses a tremendous amount 
of time and attention on student needs and helping them achieve their goals — 
personally, entrepreneurially, and academically.  

• We’re providing proof of concept. Through our VentureLabs pop-up classrooms, we are 
validating our curriculum, instructional model, and gathering valuable feedback from 
students and parents well before we open our doors.

• Our school model is set-up like a startup. In addition to providing a revolutionary high 
school experience, we will generate efficiencies in operations, human capital, finances, 
and facilities to maintain a lean operation and invest more dollars directly in the student 
experience. 

• Our students deserve the best, so we’re investing in the best talent. VentureSchool 
is committed to recruiting and retaining highly-skilled, highly-qualified staff who are 
committed to our mission and believe that every student can succeed. Members of 
the VentureSchool team will be supported with the necessary tools, resources, and 
professional learning opportunities to ensure that they are consistently executing at a 
high level to lead to student growth.
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SUPPORT VENTURESCHOOL
In order to bring the VentureSchool vision to life, we need support from individuals, 
organizations, and corporations. Whether it’s $50 or $50,000, your gift goes directly towards 
giving Detroit students an educational experience unlike any other. Consider making a 
contribution to VentureSchool today and help to empower Detroit’s next generation of doers. 

ACTIVATOR: $10-$99
At the Activator level, you will be recognized in our monthly newsletter and on the 
VentureSchool website for your generosity.

DREAMER: $100 - $499
Donors at the Dreamer level will receive a personalized thank-you card and VentureSchool 
sticker in the mail. Donors at the Dreamer level will also be recognized in our monthly 
newsletter, annual report, and on the VentureSchool website.

CATALYST: $500 - $999
In addition to the benefits at the Dreamer level, donors at the Catalyst level will receive a 
VentureSchool coffee mug and bag of locally-roasted Great Lakes Coffee Roasting Co. coffee 
to show our appreciation.

DISRUPTOR: $1,000 - $2,499
In addition to the benefits at the Catalyst level, donors at the Disruptor level will receive a 
VentureSchool t-shirt in the style of their choice to display their VentureSchool pride no 
matter where they go.

INNOVATOR: $2,500 - $4,999
In addition to the benefits at the Disruptor level, donors at the Innovator level will receive a 
special VIP tour of the VentureSchool campus when it opens in 2018.

PARTNER: $5,000 - $10,000
In addition to the benefits at the Innovator level, names of Partner donors will be displayed on 
our donor appreciation wall at our inaugural campus. Partner-level donors will also be invited 
to a special appreciation breakfast so VentureSchool’s leadership, board, staff, and students 
can personally express gratitude for their generosity.



Interested in making a more sizeable contribution? We have crafted the following 
opportunities that will maximize your impact and our collective ability to bring 
the VentureSchool vision to life.

SUPPORT STUDENT ENTREPRENEURS - $10,000-$25,000

Perhaps the most unique aspect about the VentureSchool experience is 
that all students will have the opportunity to start a venture (for-profit 
business/nonprofit organization) of their very own from the ground-up 
by the time they graduate. This process, we believe, is the most effective 
way to to develop the skills necessary to think like an entrepreneur. 
Furthermore, this opportunity allows students to create something 
new and innovative that meets a real need in their community. Your 
contribution of $10,000-$25,000 will ensure that our students have the 
necessary seed capital to get their ventures off the ground. This category 
of funding will also go towards taking student ventures to the next level 
when they are ready to grow and scale.  

SUPPORT A CULTURE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP  - $50,000

Every two months, students at VentureSchool will be exposed to a 
different hotbed of entrepreneurial activity happening in Detroit. These 
themes will not only inspire students to pursue a potential interest in a 
given field, but will also provide context around project-based learning 
opportunities that will happen in the classroom. We are seeking Detroit-
area startups, established companies, and civic/nonprofit organizations 
alike to sponsor each month of instruction at VentureSchool according 
to the following schedule:

• September & October: Environment, Energy, and Sustainability

• November & December: Fashion/Manufacturing, Retail, and Food 

• January & February: Nonprofit, Civic Entrepreneurship, Social 
Impact

• March & April: Mobility and Tech

• May & June: Entertainment, Arts, Sports

In exchange, we will work with your organization to develop a sponsored 
case study in which students will integrate core academic coursework 
and entrepreneurial thinking to develop innovative solutions to 
challenges that relate to your organization or industry. When each 
theme concludes every two months, your organization will be invited as 
a guest of honor to a project showcase where you will see first-hand our 
students’ approaches to solving the challenge you helped to develop. 
At this community showcase, your organization will be given prominent 
signage as well as a speaking opportunity prior to and following the 
student presentations to share more about your work and give students 
feedback on theirs. A maximum of two (2) organizations may sponsor a 
given theme.
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SUPPORT ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE - $75,000

Do you have a particular keenness for chemistry? Fervor for foreign 
language? Passion for parabolas? Consider supporting instruction in a core 
academic subject at VentureSchool. Your gift will help us source the best 
resources and plan rich and engaging lessons to provide students with an 
unforgettable learning experience. 

Below are the academic subjects that are available for sponsorship in the 
2018-19 school year:

• English Language Arts

• Mathematics (Pre-Algebra and Geometry)

• Science (Biology)

• Social Studies (World History)

• Foreign Language (Spanish)

SUPPORT WORLD-CLASS INSTRUCTION - $100,000

Classroom teachers are the foundation of what makes VentureSchool 
great. Our expert faculty provide students with transformative learning 
opportunities to prepare them to be successful no matter where life takes 
them after high school. By sponsoring a classroom teacher, you will help 
VentureSchool recruit and retain a highly-qualified, passionate, and talented 
teaching force. Think of this opportunity like an endowed professorship 
at a university—in exchange for your contribution, we’ll name a teaching 
position in your honor to show our gratitude for your generous gift. 

SUPPORT SUPERIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP - $125,000

The captain at the helm of VentureSchool is our Head of School. Similar 
to the sponsorship opportunity for our classroom teachers, your support 
of our Head of School will ensure that we are able to support a top-notch 
leader to carry out the VentureSchool mission and help our students turn 
obstacles into opportunities. In exchange for your contribution, our Head 
of School position will be named in your honor.

SUPPORT A GRADUATING CLASS - $500,000

This unique opportunity gives an individual or corporation the ability 
to support an entire graduating class of students at VentureSchool. 
Sponsored graduating classes will be referred to by the name of their 
sponsor, and a sponsor’s name will appear on all communications as 
well as the students’ diplomas when they complete their VentureSchool 
experience. With your contribution of $500,000, you will have a direct and 
meaningful impact on the education of sixty of Detroit’s future leaders, 
innovators, and entrepreneurs. 
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SUPPORT A REIMAGINED LEARNING ENVIRONMENT - $100,000

In order to implement a truly personalized learning experience, we 
believe that student needs should drive the design of the space in which 
they learn. VentureSchool will pride itself on offering a physical learning 
environment that relies on flexible learning studios with a variety of 
spaces catered towards supporting different types of learning styles. 
With your financial support of $100,000, we would be honored to name 
one of our learning studios after you as a permanent reminder of your 
generosity.

SUPPORT A HUB FOR INNOVATION AND LEARNING - $1 MILLION

VentureSchool will not only be a place for students to receive an 
excellent education—it will serve a hub for the community and a space 
for families and neighbors to gather. Furthermore, our campus will be an 
anchor for entrepreneurial activity in northeast Detroit and will provide 
resources to members of the community, young and old, for unleashing 
their entrepreneurial potential. Your support at the $1 million level will 
name our permanent home in your honor—a testament to your legacy 
and dedication to providing an entire community with a place to turn 
dreams into reality.  
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NOTHING VENTURED,
NOTHING GAINED.

Detroit is a city of doers. Since 1701, the city has been lifted up by 

courageous idealists and innovators who weren’t afraid to make 

things happen and bring their ideas to life. From the fur trappers 

to the Fords and beyond, there’s no doubt that entrepreneurship 

is woven into the fabric of this great city. 

The traditional high school experience as it exists today, 

however, is not successfully preparing Detroit students to 

assume the responsibilities of becoming the leaders, innovators, 

and entrepreneurs of tomorrow. Parents and members of the 

community are actively seeking an alternative to the “one-size-

fits-all” approach to high school, which is leaving many students 

behind academically and is not equipping them with the skills to 

be successful in college, a career, or life beyond high school.

Detroit students and families deserve a high school option that 

empowers young people to maintain the momentum that has 

continued to move the Motor City forward. VentureSchool is ready 

to answer that call and will serve as a point of pride for the City 

of Detroit. Furthermore, we will prove to be an example of the 

tremendous possibilities that can happen when we give students 

the opportunity to unleash their full potential. 

Join us and support a revolutionary new approach to high school 

for an extraordinary city.
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VENTURESCHOOL
1420 Washington Blvd. #301, Detroit, MI 48226

Web: www.venture.school  |  Email: hello@venture.school  |  Phone: 313-757-1950

Nothing ventured, nothing gained.


